LETTER FROM THE DEAN
Expectations of Academic Integrity
Welcome to the Science Division of Valencia College’s West Campus; we are enthused to have this opportunity to assist you in achieving your educational goals.  In working to provide you with the best learning experience at Valencia College, my expectation is that each of our faculty and students maintain the highest ethical academic standards. 
From your professors, you can expect the following:
1. They will be on time to class and available during their scheduled office hours.
2. They will return graded tests, labs and other assignments when promised and within a reasonable period of time.
3. They will answer emails and phone calls within 48 business hours.
4. They will properly cite their references and resources, where applicable.

From you, we expect the following:
1. You will take your exams without referring to any books, notes, electronic devices or classmates unless you are specifically instructed that a test is open-book or collaborative.
2. You will not tell other students about test questions or answers before or during their exam and you will protect the exam from being seen by others.
3. You will avoid even the appearance of cheating by not looking in the direction of other exams, by not wearing clothing/hats/visors that hide your eyes, by keeping your belongings, other than pens, pencils and erasers away from your desktop, by going to the restroom before the exam and by asking your professor for permission and supervision if you need to retrieve another pen, pencil or eraser from your backpack or purse.
4. You will not allow anyone else to be the author of any part of your essays, lab reports or other written assignments and you will not include any materials from any sources (books, journals, other students, the internet, etc.) unless you give credit to those sources.
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Unless approved by both professors, you may not use the same written work for a grade in two separate courses.

It is my hope that you will think about why it is important that we each show academic integrity and how cheating and plagiarism affect all of us, including those guilty of these academic crimes.  Some students think that it only hurts their grade if they get caught cheating or plagiarizing, but cheaters typically lie not only to others, but to themselves.  Eventually, cheaters pay a price.  

· Those who cheat typically fail licensure exams, since they don’t really know the material.   Without a professional license, they won’t be able to get employment.  Would you want to be treated by a doctor who cheated in order to pass an exam that covered his or her knowledge of your disease?  Also, if they falsify a patient’s medical records, can you guess what can happen to them?
· Research scientists who falsify data are typically discredited and their reputations can be permanently ruined.
· Although you may think your professors have no clue when a student is cheating, usually your classmates do and some will inform your professor.
· Cheating becomes habitual.  See what happens when employees cheat their employer.
· Students who let others cheat off them are not doing anyone a favor.  If you are in a highly competitive field, you may ultimately be aiding your competition.
· Guess what a professor says to a student seeking a letter of recommendation when they know the student cheated or plagiarized.
· Finally, what happens to a person’s self-esteem and to their reputation when they act unethically by cheating or plagiarizing?  

Use the following as your guide: “Each student is required to follow Valencia policy regarding academic honesty.  All work submitted by students is expected to be the result of the student’s individual thoughts, research, and self-expression unless the assignment specifically states ‘group project.’  To get the most out of each of your classes, it is best to learn how to study for long term comprehension, not just to memorize facts.  Study so you can teach others what you are learning.  My motto is, “if you can’t teach what you are learning to others, you don’t really know the material.”  Academic dishonesty, in the forms of cheating and plagiarism, will not be tolerated and for most of our science professors will result in a student getting a zero on a test or assignment for the first offense and then an F for the course if a student is caught cheating or plagiarizing again; at that point the Dean of Students will also be notified.  Don’t throw away your dreams and your reputation by showing a lack of academic integrity.  We wish you the best and want you to succeed and be proud of your accomplishments at Valencia. 
Dr. Robert Gessner

Valencia College West Campus Dean of Science
